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Week 7. Suburban Expansion



A new civilisation?

■ ‘In those vast new wildernesses of glass and brick the 
sharp distinctions of the older kind of town, with its 
slums and mansions, or of the country, with its manor 
house, and squalid cottages, no longer exists…It is a 
rather restless, cultureless life, centring around tinned 
food, Picture Post, the radio and the internal combustion 
engine. It is a civilization in which children grow up with 
an intimate knowledge of magnetoes and in complete 
ignorance of the Bible.’ 
– George Orwell, ‘England Your England’, 1941



Expansion

■ Demographic, social, spatial, political and economic expansions…

■ Between 1890 and 1940, London’s population grows from 5.6 million to 
8.7 million

■ London’s built-up area nearly doubles between 1921-31

■ This expansion is concentrated in the outer suburbs of London

■ Expansion in housing provision, both public and private

■ Political expansion (LCC 1888, enfranchisement, 1918-28)

■ London is indelibly transformed by this expansion outwards, and the 
London we recognise today is its result



Key questions

1. What are the causes for London's suburban expansion over the late 19th

and early 20th centuries? 

2. What significant features define the new suburbia, and what did it 
become associated with?

3. How did suburban expansion transform London society and culture?

4. To what extent are we living in the shadow of London’s major suburban 
and social expansions of the early 20th century?



Key drivers

■ Victorian railway developments

■ Cheaper public transport

■ Formation of the LCC and new public housing projects

■ Electrified public transport

■ Boom in private house-building (interest rates, demand, cheap land etc.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUi83iVPOAs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUi83iVPOAs


George Cruikshank, London Going out of Town (1829). Robot house builders move through Islington towards 

Hampstead.



■ Vast new areas built along standardised terraces by speculative builders, following 
public transport, from Kentish Town to Camberwell, Kilburn to Clapham

■ In 1881 two in five of East Dulwich’s 4800 houses couldn’t be sold



Victorian railway expansion

■ ‘The roads came … the houses followed’ – H.G. Wells

■ ‘People moved into them as soon as the roofs were on’

■ From the 1840s, Victorian railway speculators built intensively outwards

■ 1837, the year of Victoria’s accession, is the year Euston is constructed

■ Stations from the 1840s: Battersea, Balham, Wandsworth, Brixton, 
Peckham, Dulwich, New Cross, Brockley, Forest Hill, Lewisham, Kentish 
Town, Kilburn, Crouch End, Stroud Green, Hornsey and Wood Green –
resulting in middle-class terraces and villas throughout. 

■ Before this, aided by omnibuses, there had been lesser suburban 
development, but this intensifies after the railways 

■ Some of the initially middle-class suburbs lose their status, e.g. Brixton and 
Brockley.



Victorian railway expansion

■ 1890 Building News: ‘we find suburbs, once delightful retreats for the busy 
man, fast losing their … reputation. Putney, Fulham, Richmond, Kew in the 
West, Hampstead, Highgate, Hornsey, Finsbury in the North; Clapham, 
Brixton, Dulwich in the South, are already irretrievably spoiled … while 
every acre of land is allowed to be crowded with 50 to 60 houses … the 
higher class suburbs being brought down to the levels of the poorer 
districts’.

■ The middle classes move further out of London, aided by new railway 
developments: from Camberwell to Streatham or Sydenham, Norwood or 
Beckenham; or Bromley, its railway station opening in 1858, and home of 
H.G. Wells; from Peckham to say Hither Green, whose Corbett Estate is 
advertised as a ‘Garden of Eden’, etc.







Victorian railway expansion

■ The Times, 1861: ‘The poor are displaced, but they are not removed. They 
are shovelled out of one side of the parish, only to render more 
overcrowded the stifling apartments in another part. … But the dock and 
wharf labourer, the porter and the costermonger cannot remove. You may 
pull down their wretched homes; they must find others, and make their 
own dwellings more crowded and wretched than their old one. The tailor, 
shoemaker and other workmen are in much the same position. It is 
mockery to speak of the suburbs to them.’

■ Railway construction saw the demolition of largely poor areas – companies 
could not afford to buy the homes of the rich, and a Parliamentary 
commission forbade a railway terminus in central London

■ Extensions to Charing Cross, Broad Street, and the Shoreditch to New 
Cross line leave nearly 17,000 homeless (100,000 in total, 1850-1900)



Workmen’s fares

■ Metropolitan Railway introduces the first workmen’s 
fare in 1864

■ By 1883, eleven workmen’s trains are run by six 
companies

■ From 1868, workmen’s tickets on the Woolwich Line; 
1872, from Bethnal Green to Stoke Newington. 

■ By 1882, 25k workmen’s tickets sold daily.

■ London, Chatham and Dover Railway required to run 
one train daily from Loughborough Junction to Ludgate 
Hill before 7am, and returning at 6pm, 1d. 

■ London, Brighton and South Coast Railway had to do 
the same from New Cross to Liverpool Street. 

■ 1883 Cheap Trains Act significantly extends this



Cheaper Transport

■ Leads to new speculative housing projects for workers and lower middle-
classes, principally in east London. 

■ Tottenham, Leyton, West Ham, Plaistow, Manor Park and Upton Park 
develop in two-three storey small terraces, aimed at working classes in 
regular work, e.g. skilled artisans, police, engineers. 

■ By 1880s, Willesden, Tottenham, Leyton and West Ham have the highest 
rate of population increase across London, doubling in a decade

■ Willesden largely rural up to 1875, this changing with the extension of the 
Metropolitan Railway.

■ Railways make the Victorian suburbs possible, as well as keeping central 
London a commercial and cultural centre

■ The inner working class suburbs face most damage and displacement. 









Tudorbethan

■ In 1872, around 80% of building firms had six or less houses under 
construction. Land was cheap, and allowed London to expand.

■ The first influential fusion of rural and urban appears at Bedford Park, built 
from 1877 near Turnham Green station on the new Metropolitan Railway, 
designed by Norman Shaw

■ It has a church, carefully lined trees, a mock-Tudor inn, and ‘Queen Anne’ 
houses with what we’d now call Tudorbethan features – elongated 
chimneys, gables, windows – but also hot water and spacious rooms

■ ‘A modern suburb is a place which is neither one thing nor the other; it has 
neither the advantage of the town nor the open freedom of the country, 
but manages to combine in nice equality of proportion the disadvantages 
of both’ – The Architect, 1876. 



Tudorbethan

■ ‘The life of the suburb … [is] without any society; no social gatherings or 
institutions; as dull a life as mankind ever tolerated’ (Walter Besant)

■ The social and cultural attitudes of the new aspirational middle-classes 
would be satirised by many Victorian writers, from Dickens to Grossmiths

■ George and Weedon Grossmith, Diary of A Nobody (1892):

■ ‘It is only three miles from London, perhaps a little more to the office, but 
that does not signify. … I have observed very common people do not live in 
semi-detached houses; they like to congregate near a market, and so 
ought we, as a matter of economy, but I think fresh air better than very 
cheap food. So, little wife, it is settled.’





London County Council (LCC)

■ Financial scandals at the Metropolitan Board of Works lead to demands for 
a new, democratic, city-wide municipal government

■ London a confused mix of 300 parishes and jurisdictions, police centrally 
controlled, and utilities, markets, docks and transport owned privately

■ London Government Bill (1884) presented by Sir William Harcourt results 
in 120,000 protesters gathering in Hyde Park in support

■ LCC formed in 1888, and is decisive in London’s organised development

■ 177 mile jurisdiction, 126 councillors elected triennially 

■ Gradually gains control of tramways (1899), housing (1900) and education 
(1903)

■ 1899 parliamentary act introduces 28 Metropolitan Boroughs, which 
remain in place until 1965, with the foundation of the Greater London 
Council







Inner London slums

■ The LCC Housing Committee’s politics are in part Fabian – left-leaning and 
socially progressive

■ Sidney Webb’s 1891 The London Programme outlined a new strategy for 
large scale municipal housing and public ownership of transport and 
infrastructure (Beatrice Webb worked with Charles Booth)

■ Heavily influencing the London County Council (L.C.C.) later under Labour 
chief Herbert Morrison (1934-40)

■ 1901 Census found 45% families in Finsbury live in 1-2 rooms, with around 
a third in neighbouring boroughs 

■ LCC set a standard of 12 houses per acre, yet clearances were slow. 



Inner London slums

■ 1931, Drysdale Street, Shoreditch, has 80 houses per acre in a cul-de-sac, 
enclosed by railway and industrial buildings. 

■ Stepney equally bad. One observer at the time: the ‘amount of property 
which is hopelessly defective and altogether deplorable is very large. 
Damp, dilapidation of every kind, obsolete design and construction, 
vermin … abound throughout the whole borough, and impart to much of it 
a character of unrelieved defectiveness.’

■ 1920 government report still finds 184k people in LCC area living in 
‘unhealthy’ districts, and over 500k in ‘unsatisfactory’ conditions.





Inner London slums

■ ‘It is only because the thing was spread over a hundred years and not 
concentrated into a few weeks that history fails to realize what sustained 
disaster, how much massacre, degeneration and disablement of lives was 
due to the housing of people in the nineteenth century’ (H.G. Wells)

■ Housing of the Working Classes Act (1890) gives councils compulsory-
purchase powers for land for housing. Used mainly by Battersea, West 
Ham and Hornsey, and to a lesser extent Croydon, Woolwich and East 
Ham, but less so elsewhere, particularly Conservative boroughs.

■ These will be successful: by 1931, Westminster has half its 1861 
population; Marylebone nearly a third; and slightly less in Shoreditch, 
Bethnal Green and Southwark. 

■ The LCC area’s outer ring grows from 936k to 2.7 million between 1881 
and 1911. Between 1921-31, Greater London’s population increases by 
nearly 10%, but its built up area nearly doubles.



Images from the Totterdown Fields Estate, Tooting



LCC estates, first wave: Cottages

■ Boundary Estate (1900) 

■ Parliamentary Amendment 1900 allows LCC to build ‘working class 
tenements’ on greenfield sites beyond its boundaries

■ Totterdown Fields, Tooting, aided by the new LCC electrified tramway, 
running from Embankment to the estate. The Prince of Wales opens the 
line in 1903 and visits the cottages, with indoor toilets and bathrooms 

■ Norbury, outside the LCC area, half a mile from the tramway (LCC border)

■ White Hart Lane, less successful, as an underground station fails to open 
there as planned. 

■ Old Oak, Acton, close to East Acton station and opened in 1920. 

■ Building vertically is considered but rejected as unsuitable for working 
classes, for care of children and ‘domestic services’, a ‘self-contained house 
is what appeals to working people’, according to medical officers.





Garden Cities

■ Ebenezer Howard the first, using Letchworth (begun 1903) and Welwyn 
(begun 1920), funded by Howard and private subscribers, following his 
1902 Garden Cities of Tomorrow

■ Unified planning keeping home and work separate, population limited to 
30,000, surrounded by a green belt, close to London

■ New satellites to be created 4 miles away; factories and houses on open 
ground, the land bought cheaply and profits made on the housing 
projects; no more than a sixth of the area covered by buildings, focus on 
green space. 

■ Garden-cities dominate interwar planning. The new Town and Country 
Planning Act (1932) leads to the LCC developing a new plan, and eventually 
the creation of the Green Belt





Homes for Heroes

■ ‘What is our task? To make Britain a fit country for heroes to live in’ – Lloyd 
George

■ 1919 Dr Addison, Minister of Health, introduces a Housing and Town 
Planning Act, encouraging local authorities to build subsidised housing

■ The Parliamentary Secretary to the Local Government Board adds ‘the 
money we are going to spend on housing is an insurance against 
Bolshevism and Revolution.’ 

■ Heavy government subsidies are offered.



LCC estates, second wave

■ Estate is begun at Roehampton in 1920, and building begins at Downham 

■ Becontree Estate becomes the world’s single biggest council development 

■ Eventually nearly 80k houses are built by the LCC, including 19,000 in 
Watling, north-west London, near Burnt Oak; 30,000 at Downham; and 
40,000 at St Helier, near Morden.

■ Public housing peaks in 1927 at 16k units per year. Labour Woolwich builds 
4.5k on three large estates, with large works at Eltham. Uneven 
distribution, mostly in Labour areas: nearly half of LCC estates are in 
Southwark, Lewisham, Wandsworth and Lambeth. Conservative boroughs 
like Paddington, Kensington, Holborn and Marylebone built very little.









Becontree Estate

■ 1921-35 construction of 25,000 homes

■ An economic crash in 1921 (and subsequent) slows work, but it becomes 
bigger than many English towns (e.g. Oxford), growing from 9k to 89k 
between 1921 and 1931

■ Population eventually reaches 115,000

■ It has its own railway line for building materials, and 50 miles of roads. 

■ Housing is drab, no school is built until September 1923, there is no 
hospital, and one doctor per 8.3k inhabitants… 

■ Though eventually a social centre and four cinemas built 

■ Only six pubs – one per 20,000 eventually, while at Downham there is one 
pub for 35,000 residents. 





‘As for pubs, they are banished from 
the housing estates almost completely, 
and the few that remain are dismal 
sham-Tudor places fitted out by the big 
brewery companies and very 
expensive. For a middle-class 
population this would be a nuisance, it 
might mean walking a mile to get a 
glass of beer; for a working-class 
population, which uses the pub as a 
kind of club, it is a serious blow at 
communal life.’ – George Orwell



General problems

■ LCC ‘refreshment houses’ deter drinking, include family areas, promote 
lemonade, and the Downham Tavern initially has no stand-up bars

■ A shock to working-class life: no local pub or street-corner bookie; the 
shops further away and more expensive, and credit harder to obtain 
(Becontree had no pawnbroker)

■ General problems of slow development of infrastructure

■ Sense of dislocation and isolation

■ Discouragement of ‘bad habits’ in Tenant’s Handbook 





Private housebuilding is key

■ Private housing survives economic recessions that hit LCC building projects

■ By 1934 it peaks at 72,700 in a year. Of the 700,000 new houses built in 
London between the wars, three quarters are by private builders

■ Transport improvements are key…

■ Other factors: agricultural depression making farmland cheap

■ Standardisation and mass production enabling big companies to develop. 
Among them Richard Costain & Sons (Costain) build estates for lower 
income workers at Selsdon, Addington, Caterham, Brent Water and 
Cricklewood. Major firms like New Ideal Homesteads, Crouch, Davis, Laing, 
Nash, Taylor Woodrow, Wates, Wimpey) take off in the early 20th century.

■ Low interest rates and cheap mortgages: Wates brothers make a deal with 
the Halifax Building Society to offer houses with a deposit of just 5% of 
value in Dartford.







T1: Electric Tram

■ Begins initially with the purchase of West Metropolitan Tramways in 
Hammersmith, and establishes from 1901 the London United, the first 
electric tramway, from Shepherd’s Bush to Acton, via Hammersmith. 

■ They extend to Hounslow (1901), Uxbridge (1904), and shortly after to 
Twickenham, Surbiton, Kingston, Teddington, and then by 1907, linked to 
LCC at Merton via Wimbledon. 

■ East Ham Council runs its first electric tram in 1901, quicker than horses

■ Tram networks north and south are connected in 1906 with the tunnel 
through Kingsway, along the Embankment and over Westminster Bridge 

■ Trams before 1914 often terminated in open country, leading to new 
developments, e.g. Edmonton, Edgware, Ponders End, Barnet, Wood Green, 
Enfield, Wembley, Sudbury, Manor House, Stamford Hill, Finsbury Park

■ By 1930s, the trolley bus appears too.



T2: Electrified Railway

■ Additional stations are built along lines and commuter routes developed. 

■ 1907 London and South Western Railway advertises Epsom, 25 minutes 
from Waterloo; the Great Western promotes Windsor and Datchet; the 
Great Eastern, Bishops Stortford; the Great Northern, the ‘Northern 
Heights’ of Hatfield and Potters Bar 

■ Developers’ subsidies see new stations like Petts Wood, Woodmansterne, 
Stoneleigh, Berrylands, Hersham

■ Southern Railways is formed as an amalgamation in 1923 of all lines in Kent, 
Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire, and electrification sees the southern 
suburbs double in population over the 1920s, e.g. New Malden, Epsom, 
Sutton, Coulsdon, Purley, Surbiton, etc.

■ Later electrification of Liverpool St line to Shenfield in 1949, then to 
Southend in 1956, sees the boom of South Essex suburbia, like Romford, 
Brentwood, Billericay, Rayleigh.





T3: The Tube

■ 1863, Metropolitan Railway from Paddington to Farringdon, using cut and 
cover along the New Road. 

■ Bayswater to Kensington High St extension in 1868 is difficult, under squares 
and terraces, with dummy houses at 23/24 Leinster Gardens, and requirement 
of spaces to relieve steam smoke. 

■ Initially very popular because of its speed and price: 3d fare for 18 minute 
journey from Paddington to the City, with cheap workmen fares. 

■ Metropolitan extended into the ‘Circle’: 1868, Paddington to South Kensington 
built by Metropolitan; and Metropolitan District Railway builds east from South 
Kensington to Westminster by 1868; and then via Victoria to Blackfriars in 
1870; Mansion House by 1971, but delayed reaching Moorgate, 1884, where it 
meets the Metropolitan Line at Mark Lane (Tower Hill). 

■ Shortly after, the line is built east to Whitechapel, joining the East London 
Railway, Shoreditch to New Cross. 



T3 and a half: The Electric Tube

■ The Circle is electrified in 1905, reducing the journey from 70 to 50 minutes. 

■ The District extends west at the same time: Earl’s Court (1868); 
Hammersmith (1874); Richmond (1877); Ealing Broadway (1879); Putney 
Bridge (1880); Wimbledon (1889). Whitechapel to Bow extension opened in 
1902.

■ Deep tube: first attempts use cable cars, much deeper to avoid disrupting 
the town. First deep tube planned between the City and Stockwell. 

■ New electric locomotion from the USA enables it to open in 1890 with 
electric power. 

■ It becomes too busy, the ‘sardine-can’ (Punch), and so the City and South 
London introduces ‘peak’ fares – 1d before 8am for workmen; 3d between 
8am-10am for middle class commuters



T3: The Central Line

■ Waterloo and City Line opens in 1898, the ‘Drain’, 
promoted by the London and South Eastern mainline 
railway. Again, struggles to make a profit

■ The Central London Railway is financed by 
international borrowing, raising £3.7 million to build 
a line from Bank to Shepherd’s Bush, opening in 
1900, with an extension to White City shortly after. 

■ Fully electrified, electric lifts, and flat fare of 2d, the 
‘twopenny tube’. 

■ Extended to Ealing, 1920, and later out to Ruislip 
and Leyton, then joining Epping and Ongar.







Charles Yerkes

■ Many tube proposals from railway companies at the turn of the 
century, for instance the Bakerloo line from Baker Street to 
Waterloo; the Great Northern and City Railway from Finsbury 
Park to Moorgate; and another, the Hampstead Line, from 
Hampstead to Charing Cross via Kings Cross. 

■ Yerkes, an American millionaire whose philosophy was to ‘buy up 
old junk, fix it up a little and unload it upon other fellows’ buys 
the loss-making District Railway and proposed Hampstead Tube. 

■ He organises the foundations for the modern underground, 
merging the District, Bakerloo, Piccadilly and Hampstead lines 
into the Underground Group, dying by 1905. 

■ The Yerkes Underground – Bakerloo, Piccadilly, Hampstead, and 
electrified District – are characterised by red glazed tiles, with 
many complete by 1907. 



T3: The Tube

■ The Piccadilly is the longest tube railway in London, with the first railway 
escalator, from Finsbury Park to Hammersmith, and extended to Uxbridge 
and Cockfosters in the 1930s. Yerkes, as a businessman, encourages 
developments into the country, e.g. Golders Green.

■ After WW1, Lloyd George heavily spends on transport expansion to relieve 
unemployment and boost the economy. £5 million is spent extending the 
Hampstead Line to Hendon and Edgware in 1924, and south to Euston and 
Camden, built by Welsh miners

■ The 1935-40 New Works programme extends the Northern Line to High 
Barnet and Mill Hill East; and from Clapham Common to Morden in 1926

■ Ministry of Transport programme over 1920s builds 190 miles in all 
directions, e.g. Eastern Avenue, Western Avenue, Great West Road, and 
various bypasses







Metro-Land

■ The Metropolitan Railway builds two new electric lines, Watford, Amersham 
and Uxbridge (1925), and Stanmore (1932). 

■ Metropolitan had owned land at Wembley since the 1880s, promoting an 
amusement park, with an unfinished Eiffel Tower rip-off, later demolished 
for Wembley Stadium. 

■ Metropolitan Country Estates promotes housing in Pinner and Harrow, 
developing its own houses. 

■ A song by George R. Simms promoted Metroland, ‘Hearts are light, eyes are 
brighter, in Metroland, Metroland’. A soap opera appears in booklets 
annually from 1919. ‘My Little Metro-Land Home’, a song and dance, 1920. 

■ Estates are developed at Neasden, Wembley, Rickmansworth, Chorley 
Wood, Rayners Lane, Eastcote, Ruislip, Hillingdon. Between the wars, 
Harrow’s population grows by nearly 135k, the largest of any London local 
authority. Wembley grows by 552%. The outer suburbs like Dollis Hall, 
Barnet, Hendon, Mill Hill, Finchley, Kenton and Edgware boom.





Edgware…

■ ‘Stake your claim at Edgware … Omar Khay-yam’s recipe for turning the 
wilderness into paradise hardly fits an English climate, but provision has 
been made at Edgware of an alternative recipe which at least will convert 
pleasant, undulating fields into happy homes. The loaf of bread, the jug of 
wine and the book of verse may be got there cheaply and easily, and, apart 
from what is said by the illustration, a shelter which comprises all the latest 
labour-saving and sanitary conveniences. We moderns ask much more 
before we are content than the ancients, and Edgware is designed to give us 
that much more.’





New Survey of London Life (1928-35)
■ LSE study led by two of Charles Booth’s researchers: Hubert Lewellyn-Smith and 

George Duckworth  

■ The New Survey measured the extent of poverty between 1928 and 1930, 
finding that the percentage of poverty – according to Charles Booth’s severely 
basic poverty line – had ‘considerably diminished

■ Observed a decline in casual seasonal labor and overcrowding, to the 
plummeting of the numbers of the ‘sub-normal’ population (‘persons habitually 
living below the standard of family life, e.g. the inmates of common lodging-
houses or casual wards, and ‘homeless persons’) 

■ Not only was the population living in common lodging-houses found to have 
halved in number since 1889, but the number of lodging-houses themselves 
had shrunk to one sixth of their former level. 

■ With cessation of free food at the Embankment from 1911, found that the 
number of homeless had shrunk from an average of 2,217 between 1904-11, to 
an average of less than 90 between 1920-29



New Survey – rising living standards

■ Rent restrictions, reduced hours, higher wages and shorter working days…

■ By 1930 poverty had been reduced to less than 8 per cent, compared to 30 
per cent in Booth’s survey

■ Costs of necessities and non-necessities had increased since the war on 
average by about 83.5%, the rate of wages had spiraled to an average of 
about 116%

■ Together this difference increased the purchasing power of both skilled and 
unskilled workers by an average of 20%, an increase of 14% for skilled 
workers and 28% for unskilled workers

■ ‘The fact that the average workman in London can now buy a third more of 
articles of consumption in return for labour of an hour’s less duration per 
day affords conclusive proof that the material conditions under which the 
mass of London workers have considerably improved.’ (NSL)





New Survey – improved housing
■ The ‘evils’ of casual and intermittent employment had also decreased, following 

the establishment of the Port of London Authority regulating workers, and 
further post-war registration of workers. 

■ Growing light electrical and chemical industries absorb the unemployed

■ New accommodation for 800,000 by 1928

■ Overcrowding disappears from 336 in 1891 to 268 by 1921 (though in some 
areas overcrowding increased, from destruction by aerial bombing)

■ Overcrowding had been alleviated in large part by the huge expansion of 
London, in the great L.C.C. housing estates of the 1920s and the private housing 
projects of the 1930s, which put to work unemployed labor and dispersed the 
impoverished old communities of the East End into new suburban sites

■ ‘No change in the last generation has had more far-reaching effects up on the 
life of the whole community in London than the improvement of transport 
facilities.’ (NSL)



Evaluating suburban expansion

■ ‘Suburban properties were dreams come true’ – Roy Porter 

■ All housing after 1919 has electricity, a bathroom and inside toilet, a half-
tiled, modern kitchen, and most with a boiler for hot water 

■ New consumer goods, many built in the new factories of West London, 
were a draw: labour-savings appliances like irons, cookers and vacuums. 

■ Many advertised their individuality ‘No pair of houses alike in road’, Purley 
1927 advert; ‘every house different’, Hinchley Wood 1931, Berg; ‘Queen 
Anne, Jacobean, Georgian or Tudor styles’ (Glock’s Catford Estate)

■ … Always a looking back to the past, unlike European modernism

■ Scholarly debate around London’s suburbs is preoccupied with snobbery 
and cultural attitudes



A new civilisation?

■ ‘One of the most important developments in England 
during the past twenty years has been the upward and 
downward extension of the middle class. It has happened 
on such a scale as to make the old classification of society 
into capitalists, proletarians and petit-bourgeois (small 
property-owners) almost obsolete.’

– George Orwell, ‘England Your England’, 1941



Blurring of social class boundaries?

■ Improved economic conditions, education, West End and Hollywood 
fashions, the Picture Post, and primarily, ‘the much freer mingling of the 
classes which has resulted from the increase of travel’ (NSL), had blurred 
class distinctions beyond the recognition of many observers. 

■ ‘Improvements in education as well as wider literacy and radio-listening had 
resulted in a homogenization of all into middle class culture, creating a 
‘people of indeterminate class’ (Orwell). 

■ ‘the change is indeed to be welcomed, but perhaps a word of regret may be 
allowed to escape for the passing of something original and colourful in the 
drab monotony of a great city’ (Smith)






