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■ Quotes or activity















Getting started…

■ What is the difference between Reason and 

Faith? 

■ Are there times when it is OK to accept 

things on Faith?

■ Can the two exist side by side?



Reason
ˈriːz(ə)n/

noun

1.  A cause, explanation, or 
justification for an action or event.
"she asked him to return, but didn't 

give a reason"

2.  The power of the mind to think, 
understand, and form judgements 
logically.
"there is a close connection 

between reason and emotion"

Verb
1.  Think, understand, and form 
judgements logically.
"humans do not reason entirely 
from facts"

Faith
feɪθ/

noun

1.  Complete trust or confidence 
in someone or something.
"this restores one's faith in 

politicians"

2.  Strong belief in the doctrines 
of a religion, based on spiritual 
conviction rather than proof.
"bereaved people who have 
shown supreme faith"



Reason
ˈriːz(ə)n/

‘To argue with a person who 

has renounced the use of 

reason is like administering 

medicine to the dead.’ 

– Thomas Paine

Faith
feɪθ/

‘Reason is the greatest 
enemy that faith has: it 
never comes to the aid of 
spiritual things, but – more 
frequently than not –
struggles against the divine 
Word, treating with 
contempt all that emanates 
from God.’ 

– Martin Luther



‘the starry skies above and 

the moral law within’

‘I had to deny knowledge in 

order to make room for faith’

- Immanuel Kant



‘If God did not exist, it would be 

necessary to invent him’ 

– Voltaire

‘God is for man the 

commonplace book where he 

registers his highest feelings 

and thoughts, the genealogical 

album into which he enters the 

names of the things most dear 

and sacred to him.’

- Ludwig Feuerbach



Course themes

■ What is the relationship between 

reason and faith?

■ Is there a God (or gods)?

■ How should one live and act, if one 

does not believe in a supernatural 

being?

■ Can we make meaning for ourselves in 

a meaningless world?



1. Reason vs Faith: 

course introduction

2. Is there more? 

Arguments about God

3. Spinoza and Ibn Sina

on God & emanation

4. Montaigne, Pascal 

and Al-Ghazali on 

Obedience 

5. Kierkegaard and 

Faith 

6. Nietzsche and the 

Death of God



7. Kafka, Dostoevsky 

and Nihilism

8. Camus (and 

Seneca) on the Absurd 

9. Sartre on Freedom 

and Choice

10. De Beauvoir’s 

Existentialist Ethics 

11. Arendt on the Active 

& Contemplative Life 

12. Living a Meaningful 

Life: Round-up



Over to you

■ Do you have a religious belief of some form? 

■ Would you describe yourself as a theist (a 

religious believer), agnostic (someone who is 

really unsure about religious belief) or atheist 

(someone who is very clear that there are no 

good grounds for religious belief and therefore 

rejects this)? 

■ How strongly would you say you hold your view? 



(1) Rationalist Theism

■ There are good, rational grounds for religious 

belief so there is no conflict between faith and 

reason

■ In fact rational people should be theists

■ Possible arguments and evidence for the 

existence of a Deity?



Arguments for God

■ Cosmological arguments – what 

created/started the universe in the first place? 

(e.g. Thomas Aquinas arguments about causes)

■ Teleological arguments – the universe exhibits 

order, implying a designer (e.g. William Paley)

■ Both of the above are a posteriori arguments –

that is, they appeal to some empirical evidence 

available in experience to justify their claims



Arguments for God

■ Ontological argument – when we properly 

reflect in the concepts involved in thinking 

about a Deity, we can see that one must exist 

by rational necessity (E.g. Anselm, Descartes)

■ This is an a priori argument – it does not 

appeal to experience but to concepts alone

■ Moral arguments – that there is an underlying 

universal morality we can observe in ourselves, 

and this indicates the existence of the immortal 

soul, free will and God



Other evidence…

■ Religious experience

■ Miracles

■ Testimony

■ Historical/textual evidence

■ Others? 



(2) Modified rationalist theism

■ Religious belief cannot be rationally demonstrated or 

proven, but that does not mean religious faith is 

irrational, because:

■ Religious belief can be justified on other, non-

demonstrative grounds (e.g. Desirability, social utility 

– for example, Pascal’s wager)

■ In fact, asking for demonstration or proof sets the 

bar too high for most of our beliefs and so is not a 

realistic or reasonable standard to use

■ On a modified conception of Reason, religious belief 

is still rational



Existential Theism
■ It is a mistake to ask for a rational justification 

for religious beliefs, since these are really 

questions about the meaning of existence – not 

an abstract, intellectual enquiry into some 

factual state of affairs

■ We typically do not make fundamental choices 

of this sort with regard to the standards of 

‘reason’ (e.g. Kierkegaard and Dostoevsky)

■ Faith is something distinctively different from 

reason – a commitment, not a weak form of 

belief



‘in spite of or in defiance of the

whole of existence he wills to be

himself with it, to take it along,

almost defying his torment. For to

hope in the possibility of help, not

to speak of help by virtue of the

absurd, that for God all things are

possible – no, that he will not do.

And as for seeking help from any

other – no, that he will not do for all

the world; rather than seek help he

would prefer to be himself – with all

the tortures of hell, if so it must be.’

– Kierkegaard, The Sickness Unto

Death



Atheist Existentialism 

■ There are no grounds for religious belief but we 

need to appreciate the enormous significance 

of this – we need to find some other grounds to 

make our existence meaningful

■ Nietzsche

■ Camus

■ Sartre and De Beauvoir



Camus ‘At this point of his effort man stands 

face to face with the irrational. He 

feels within him his longing for 

happiness and for reason. The absurd 

is born of this confrontation between 

the human need and the 

unreasonable silence of the world. 

This must not be forgotten. This must 

be clung to because the whole 

consequence of a life can depend on 

it. The irrational, the human nostalgia, 

and the absurd that is born of their 

encounter — these are the three 

characters in the drama that must 

necessarily end with all the logic of 

which an existence is capable.’

- The Myth of Sisyphus



Some initial course reading…



Next week…

■ We will examine and debate arguments for the 

existence of God

■ Please look into the ontological argument, the 

teleological argument, and the cosmological 

argument, and jot down your own thoughts as you 

go along

■ Please also complete the RARPA forms

■ Any questions, do email me 

Dan.taylor@marywardcentre.ac.uk

mailto:Dan.taylor@marywardcentre.ac.uk

